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ABSTRACT 



An electrolytic cell and system for electrolysizing and/or 
heating a liquid electrolyte containing water having a con- 
ductive salt in solution flowing through the cell The elec- 
trolytic cell includes a non-conductive housing having an 
inlet and an outlet and spaced apart first and second con- 
ductive foranrinous grids connected within the housing. A 
plurality of cross linked polymer microspheres each having 
improved conductive exterior multi-layers of uniform thick- 
ness are positioned within the housing in electrical contact 
with the first grid adjacent the inlet The conductive micro- 
spheres are plated first with a metal cation which will reduce 
with hydrazine to form a conductive metal flash coating. The 
microspheres are then plated with a uniform layer of nickel, 
followed by plated layer of metallic hydride which is readily 
combineable with hydrogen or an isotope of hydrogen, then 
a uniform metallic support plating having a high hydrogen 
diffusion rate and a low hydride formation ratio. An electric 
power source in the system is operably connected across the 
first and second grids whereby electrical current flows 
between the grids within the liquid electrolyte. 

24 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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SYSTEM FOR ELECTROLYSIS AND inlet An electric power source is operably connected across 

HEATING OF WATER the first and second grids whereby electrical current flows 

between the grids within the water solution. 
This is a continuation application of Ser. No. 08/488,609 it is therefore an object of this invention to utilize pref- 
filed on Jun. 8, 1995 now U.S. Pat No. 5,494,559. 5 erably palladium coated microspheres as preSy^s- 

B APKfrRnr TMn np rm tmvw™™ dosed m my * 675 md ' 688 combination with the 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION multi-layer arrangement of my referenced co-pending U.S. 

1. Scope of Invention application for the production of either hydrogen and oxy- 

This invention generally relates to electrolytic cells, and l0 gCn * nd/or heat 

more particularly to an improved electrolytic cell for elec- a ^ anotha " object of this invention to provide a variety 

trolysis of water and the production of heat of cathode constructions utilizing improved palladium/ 

2. Prior Art coated microspheres within an electrolytic cell 

The present invention utilizes and improves upon micro- . U h y f 1 anott f r J*** of m w™* 0 * to provide an 
spheres formed of non-metallic beads which are plated with 15 J m P ro . ved -jtoctofyte cell for the inaeased production of 

a uniformly thick coating of palladium. These palladium , * ^ ° f he ?5 ed water or hcav y water-based 

coated microspheres are taught in my previous U.S. Pat clcctrolytc *** cclL 

Nos. 4,943355 and 5,036,031. In these above-recited pre- B is yet another object of this invention to utilize metal 

vious patents, cross linked polymer microspheres having a coated conductive microspheres in an electrolytic cell, the 

plating of palladium are taught to exhibit improvements in 20 metal chosen from those which exhibit strong hydrogen 

the absorption of hydrogen and isotopes of hydrogen. Uti- absorption properties to form "metallic hydrides" and struc- 

lizing these catalytic microspheres led to my later U.S. Pat totally supported by one or more adjacent uniform support 

Nos. 5318,675 ('675) and 5372,688 ('688) (incorporated P lates - 

herein by reference) which teach an electrolytic cell and E is another object of this invention to provide an elec- 

system for, inter alia, producing heat 25 trolytic cell for electrolysizing water and/or producing heat 

The use of a palladium sheet to form one electrode within ^ fault toIerant and having a long mean operating 

an electrolytic cell to produce excess heat, the electrolytic timt to failure > if at all. 

cell being a Pons-Fleischmann-type is taught by Edmund Ih accordance with these and other objects which will 

Storms. The description of the Storms electrolytic cell and become apparent hereinafter, the instant invention will now 

his experimental performance results are described in an 30 be described with reference to the accompanying drawings, 

article entitled Measurements of Excess Heat from a Pons- 

Fleisckmann-Type Electroltic Cell Using Palladium Sheet BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

appearing in Fusion Technology, Volume 3, March 1993, la FIG. 1 is a schematic view of an experimental system 

a previous article, Storms reviewed experimental observa- embodying the present invention. 

uons about electrolytic cells for producing heat in an article 35 mr* <* : ^ ^ , 

entitled -Review of Experiment Observations About the ™J 2 U aSCCtl0n of * e ***** shownin 

Cold Fusion Effect" FUSION TECHNOLOGY, VoL 20, ,lr „ , 

December 1991. 3 is a section view of another embodiment of the 

None of the previously reported experimental results or ^ *■*»« flow of electrolyte therethrough, 

other prior art devices known to applicant other than my FIG. 4 is a partial section view of FIG. 3 with the 

U.S. '675 and '688 patents have utilized or disclosed non- decfr °lytic cell at rest 

conductive copolymeric beads of palladium coated (or any FIG. 5 is yet another embodiment of the combined anode 

substitute metal which will form **metaUic hydrides" in the cathode of an electrolytic cell of the present invention. 

presence of hydrogen) conductive microspheres within an 45 FIG. 6 is an end view of FIG. 5. 

electrolytic cell for the production of heat and the electroly- HG. 7 is an enlarged section view in the direction of 

sis of water into its hydrogen and oxygen components. TTie arrows 7—7 in HG. 5. 

present invention discloses various improved embodiments 

of preferably palladium/nickel coated microspheres within DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

an electrolytic cell in conjunction with an electrolytic media INVENTION 

containing either water or heavy water, particularly deute- MvuriorUS Pat Mo* 5?is*k m« wro »nH 

co-pending US. application entitled Improved Uniformly „„ h( L, hv { B -~ w> ,« t i /I K „ 

Plated Miaosphere Catalyst", Set Na08/4<52,005, filed ^ c ^«ted by reference^ 

Jun. 5, 1995 n^U.S. Pat No. 5^80,838. Rrfe^gnowtothe drawuigs.andparUcalarlytonGS. 

55 1 and 2, a system embodying concepts of the invention 
BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION utilized during testing procedures is shown generally at 

numeral 10. This system 10 includes an electrolytic cell 
This invention is directed to an electrolytic cell for shown generally at numeral 12 interconnected at each end 
electrolysizing water containing a conductive salt in solution with a closed loop electrolyte circulation system. The cir- 
and for producing heat The electrolytic cell includes a eo dilation system includes a pump 18 which draws a liquid 
non-conductive housing having an inlet and an outlet and electrolyte 59 from a reservoir 32 and forces the electrolyte 
spaced apart first and second Conductive foraminous grids 59 in the direction of the arrow into inlet 54 of electrolytic 
positioned within the housing. Aplurality of non-conductive cell 12. This pump 18 is a constant volume pump. After the 
polymeric beads each having a conductive uniform prefer- electrolytic cell 12 is completely filled with the electrolyte 
ably palladium plating over a nickel plating and an outer 65 59, the fluid then exits an outlet 56, then flowing into a gas 
preferably nickel plating thereon are positioned within the trap 26 which is provided to separate hydrogen and oxygen 
housing in electrical contact with the first grid adjacent the gas from the electrolyte 59 when required. A throttle valve 
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28 downstream of the gas trap 26 regulate the electrolyte Still referring to HG. 2, a non-conducive foraminous 

flow so as to also regulate the fluid pressure within the nylon mesh 40 is positioned against the other end of these 

electrolytic cell 12 as monitored by pressure gauge 20. conductive microspheres 36 so as to retain them in the 

Ashdevarve22rffovidesfcTmeintennittentintroduction position shown. Adjacent the opposite surface of this non- 

^Z^^? f Pr<W ^^P^f ™I°f cal microbeads 42 formed of cross-linked polystyrene and 
SSS^StT ya ha^g a uniform diameter of about 1.0 the 

during testing procedures is there shown. A cylindrical glass in v P rcph, ia u 

non-conductive housing 14, open at each end, includes a W ^ ™ h ° USmg 14 M Sh0Wn * 

moveable non-conductive end member 46 and 48 at each Should the system 10 boil off or otherwise inadvertently 

end thereof. These end members 46 and 48 are sealed within lose "U^uM electrolyte within the cell 12, a means of 

the housing 14 by O-rings 62 and 64. The relative spacing Preventing system shut-down is preferred which replaces the 

between these end members 46 and 48 is controlled by the non-conductive microspheres 42 with non-metallic spherical 

movement of end plates 50 and 52 thereagainst 15 cation ion exchange polymer conductive microbeads pref- 

Each of the end members 46 and 48 includes an inlet ^ ahly of cross - linked styrene divinyl benzene which 
stopper 54 and an outlet stopper 56, respectively. Each of vc fuUy sulfonated surfaces which have been ion 
these stoppers 54 and 56 define an inlet and an outlet ^changed with a lithium salt This prefeired non-metallic 
passage, respectively into and out of the interior volume, ~ conductive microbead structure will thus form a salt bridge 
respectively, of the electrolytic cell 12. These end members between ^ anode 44 and me conductive microspheres 36, 
46 and 48 also include a fluid chamber 58 and 60, respec- me non-conductive mesh 40 having apertures sufficiently 
tively within which are mounted electrodes 15 and 16, t0 pennit contact between the conductive microspheres 
respectively, which extend from these chambers 58 and 60 3 . 6 ^ me "^cuve non-metallic microbeads. The mesh 
to the exterior of the electrolytic cell 12 for interconnection ~ siz f °\ mesh 40 k 200-500 micrometers. This preferred 
to a Ac. power supply (not shown) having its negative and cmb <>diment also prevents melting of the replaced non- 
positive terminals connected as shown. This da power conductive microbeads 42 while reducing cell resistance 
supply is a constant current type. aunng high loading and normal operation. 

Also positioned within the chambers 58 and 60 are . Tne cnd of ^ electrode 15 is in electrical contact at 66 

thermocouples 70 and 72 for monitoring the electrolyte 30 with conductive grid 38, while electrode 16 is in electrical 

temperature at these points of inlet and outlet of the elec- contact at 68 with conductive grid 44 as shown. By this 

trolytic cell 12. arrangement, when there is no electrolyte within the eiec- 

A plurality of conductive microspheres 36 are positioned tIolytic 0611 U> no current wiu flow between the electrodes 

within housing 14 immediately adjacent and against a con- 15 311(1 W * 

ductive foraminous grid 38 formed of platinum and posi- 35 ELECTROLYTE 

tioned transversely across the housing 14 as shown. These When the electrolytic cell 12 is filled with a liquid 

conductive microspheres 36 are formed of non-conductive electrolyte 59, current will flow between the electrodes 15 

inner polymer beads and include a uniform palladium plat- and 16. The preferred formulation for this electrolyte 59 is 

ing layer. The preferred size of these conductive micro- generally that of a conductive salt in solution with water. The 

spheres are in the range of 1.0 mm or less in diameter and 40 preferred embodiment of water is that of either light water 

the details of the manufacture of these conductive micro- O^O) or heavy water and more specifically that of deute- 

spheres 36 are generally taught in my previous U.S. Pat rium (Hj^). The purity of all of the electrolyte components 

Nos. 4,943355 and 5,036,031. My co-pending U.S. appli- is of utmost importance. The water (H^O) and the deute- 

cation Ser. No. 08/462,005, filed on Jun. 5, 1995, now U.S. rmm (H^) must have a minimum resistance of one 

Pat No. 5,580,838 entitled "Improved Uniformly Plated 45 megohm wim a turbi(hty^ 

Microsphere Catalyst", incorporated herein by reference, is controlled by ultra membrane filtration. The preferred salt 

discloses the broad details of this improved conductive solution is lithium sulfate (U 2 S0 4 ) in a 2-molar mixture 

microsphere. These improved conductive microspheres 36 with water and is of chemically pure quality. In general, 

preferably include an inner nickel plate atop a metallic flash although a lithium sulfate is preferred, other conductive salts 

coat, a preferably palladium plate atop the inner nickel plate, so chosen from the group containing boron, aluminum, 

and a support plate atop the palladium, preferably nickeL gallium, and thallium, as well as lithium, may be utilized 

In the previously reported testing in U.S. *675 and *688, ^ Preferred pH or acidity of the electrolyte is 9.0. 

an intermediate layer of nickel was alternately added over a CONDUCTIVE BEADS 

copper flash coat beneath the palladium plate. The nickel Palladium coated microspheres were originally preferred 

intermediate layer, producing a mean microsphere density of 55 as disclosed in U.S. Pat Nos. '675 and '688. However, 

1.51 g/cm , was positioned immediately beneath the palla- palladium may be substituted by other transition metals, rare 

dium plated layer to increase the density of the conductive earths and also uranium. In general, any of these metals 

microspheres 36. In this testing, a black residue developed which are capable of combining with high volumes of 

within the liquid electrolyte which was subsequently ana- hydrogen to form "metallic hydrides" are acceptable. These 

lyzed and determined to be palladium. Further investigation 60 metals known to applicant which will serve as a substitute 

showed that the outer palladium coat of these previous for palladium are lanthanum, praseodymium, cerium, 

original microspheres, being subjected to both a heat and titanium, zirconium, vanadium, tantalum, uranium; hafnium 

electrical current duty cycle, either flaked, spalled and/or and thorium. Authority for the inclusion of these elements 

incurred minor cracking of the palladium plate. This within this group is found in a book entitled "Inorganic 

m-service deterioration both shortened the useful life of the 65 Hydrides", by B. L. Shaw, published by Pergammon Press 

previously described cell and its efficiency in producing 1967. However, palladium is the best known and most 

hcaL widely studied metallic hydride and was utilized in my 
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prewously nrfaenced patents to farm conductive hydrogen- the positive (+) side of the Ac. power supply (not shown) 

absorbing rnicrospheres. In an even more general sense, the while the conductive plate 102 being in electrical «Z£ 

broad requirement here is to provide a "metallic hydride" nication with the negative (-)terminal of that power supply. 

Z^ZSS^™**""^*** , HXPERZMErrrALRESULTSA^HCA^N 

SHEETS" , JStt^ttZttitt 

rfJffK^ to ^S ; 3and4 anidtemateembcKliment '675 and '688 arc repeated by reference thereto. Similar tests 
^Ibcfka^Mufbm^lamaboan^ withrespect to the new multi-layer conductive microspheres 
80 a non-conductive gtass cyhndncal housing 82 is again were conducted which showed substantially above 100% 

utdued with non-mrtallic detan end members 84 and 86 » heat outputs (yields), also referred to as "excess heat? 
seakbly engaged by 0-«ngs 92 and 94 within the ends of Excess heat is more generally denned herein as the ratio 

housing 82 Met and outlet chambers 88 and 90, respec- (greater than 1.0) of heat energy output to electrical power 

uvely are formed into the end members 84 and 86, input ™«ui«i power 

respectively, end member 84 defining an inlet end, while end Tnrfmm/w «~,«».f.v- «* • . 

monb r 86^nesanou fl etendof 6 m eelectrol^cceU80. « JSSSVSSZ 

A plurality of conductive microspheres 91 formed of a performance of a prototype of one embodiment of my 

paUadium coating over non-metallic beads having a first improved system and cell were conducted and reported by 

conductive copper layer and an intermediate nickel layer as Dr. Dennis Cravens, who is currently a professor at Vernon 

previously described are disposed against a concave forami- ^ n Regional Junior College in physics, chemistry, math and 

nous conductive grid 96 formed of platinum which is, in 20 microbiology and Department Chairperson of Math and 

turn, disposed against the inner end of end member 84 as Science and a consultant to Los Alamos National Labora- 

shown. An electrode 16 is in electrical contact with the tory. This testing verification occurred in two separate 

conduchve grid 96 within inlet chamber 88 as shown, A experimental procedures. The first was conducted at mylab 

foermocouple 70 monitors the temperature of the electrolyte on Feb. 25-26, 1995 on a system and cell which I had 

89 flowing into inlet chamber 88. These conductive micro- 25 previously set up. The second procedure was independently 

spheres 91 are loosely packed whereby, when the electrolyte conducted at Dr. Craven' s lab where he had complete charge 

89 flows in the direction of the arrows through the electro- of equipment set-up and operation. The embodiment verified 

lytic cell 80 as shown in FIG, 3, they raise above the upright was that of a cell having conductive microspheres of nickel/ 

housing 82 so as to be spaced upwardly toward a non- palladium/nickel composition. 

conductive foraminous nylon mesh 98 positioned adjacent 30 The results of this independent verification were reported 

t^^^ST^^ ^ by """M* me <^apresentation,acco^^ 

flowrateof m eelectrolyte89,mespreadc T entitled "Row Colorimetry and the Patterson Power Cell 

theooodhitfm^ Design" dated Apr. 10, 1995 at the 5th Annual International 

cragitadonis^ Conference on Cold Fusion kMonte-Carlo, Monaco.^ 

roUand mix about, electrical contact is maintained therebe- presentation materials are attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

. . . . . The text describing those experimental verification results 

A second conductive foraminous platinum grid 100 is was separately reported by Dr. Cravens in a published report 

positioned between the non-conductive mesh 98 and end entitled "Flowing Electrolyte Colorimetry- dated May 1 

mernber 86 in electrical contact with another electrode 15 at ^ 1995 attached hereto as Exhibit B. In Exhibit B, Dr. Cravens 

68. A mermocouple 72 monitors the temperature of the reports that, during the LC.CJF.-5 conference which I 

electrolyte 89 as it flows out of the electrolytic cell 80. attended, this same improved prototype embodiment of my 

As previously described, the end members 84 and 86 arc invention (nickel-palladium-nickel plated microspheres) 
movable toward one another within housing 82 by pressure was in continuous operational display producing excess 
exerted against plates 50 and 52. This end member move- 45 heat Several conference attenders were witness to this 
ment serves to regulate the volume of the electrolyte 89 display who actually took data which dearly depicted con- 
within the electrolytic cell 80. tinuous production of excess heat by the prototype. Table A 

The conductive beads 91 shown in HG. 4 are shown in of Exhibit A summarizes those witnessed results, 

their at-rest position during which very little, if any, elec- Bruce Klein, a recognized authority in this field working 

trolyte flow is occurring through the electrolytic cell 82. 50 for Bechtel Corp., was present and participated in the first 

Referring now to FIGS. 5, 6 and 7, another embodiment verification procedure at my lab with Dr. Cravens. Mr. Klein 

of the conductive grids is there shown. A conductive plate separately prepared his very favorable written verification 

102 formed of silver plated metal having the conductive report dated Mar. 4, 1995 (not included), 

microspheres 104 and 106 epoxy (non-conductive) bonded CELL RESISTANCE 

at 114 and 116 to the conductive plate 102 is utilized to 55 In preparing the electrolytic cells for testing, the cell 

define the cathode of the electrolytic cell. Thus, the only resistance utilizing a Whetstone Bridge was utilized prior to 

exposed conductive surface in the cathode is that of the the introduction of the electrolyte into the electrolytic cell, 

conductive microspheres 104. Non-conductive split poly- This cell resistance, when dry, should be infinitely high, 

ethylene tubes 108 and 110 extend along the opposing edges Otherwise, a short between the anode screen and the cathode 

of conductive plate 102, around which are wound a plurality 60 beads exists and the unit would have to be repacked. Prior 

of conductive wire bands 112 formed of platinum plated to testing, with electrolyte present, the cell resistance was set 

silver wire 0.1 cm in diameter. By this arrangement, the at 16 ohms by appropriate compression of the end members, 

electrolyte may flow along the length of the conductive plate While the instant invention has been shown and described 

102 and conductive rnicrospheres 104 to form the necessary herein in what are conceived to be the most practical and 

electrolytic current flow path between the conductive plate 65 preferred embodiments, it is recognized that departures may 

102 (cathode) and the conductive wire bands 112 (anode), all be made therefrom within the scope of the invention, which 

of the conductive bands 112 being in electrical contact with is therefore not to be limited to the details disclosed herein, 
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but is to be afforded the full scope of the claims so as to 
embrace any and all equivalent apparatus and articles. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A system for producing excess heat in a liquid elec- 
trolyte for separate external use comprising: 

an electrolytic cell including a non-conductive housing 
and an inlet and an outlet; 

a plurality of conductive beads each including: 
a non-conductive core having a hydrophilic surface; 
a first metallic support layer of substantially uniform 
thickness formed atop said non-conductive core; 

a metallic hydride forming layer of substantially uniform 
thickness formed atop said first metallic support layer* 
said metallic hydride forming layer combining with 
hydrogen or an isotope of hydrogen during operation of 
said system, to form a metallic hydride, 

a second metallic support layer of substantially uniform 
thickness formed atop said metallic hydride fanning 
layer, said second metallic support layer having a 
relatively high hydrogen diffusion rate and a relatively 
low hydride formation ratio; 

a first conductive grid means for defining one surface of, 
and in electrical communication with, said plurality of 
conductive beads which is positioned closer to said 
inlet; 

a second conductive grid means electrically spaced from, 
and for defining another surface of said plurality of 
conductive beads which is positioned closer to said 
outlet; 

means for pumping said liquid electrolyte into said elec- 
trolytic cell through said inlet, said electrolyte having a 
conductive salt in solution with water, said outlet 
providing an egress for said liquid electrolyte: and 

an electric power source having terminals operably con- 
nected to said first and second conductive grid means. 

2. A system as set forth in claim 1, further comprising: 
a conductive metal flash coating of substantially uniform 

thickness formed atop said non-conductive core and 
beneath and prior to forming said first metallic support 40 
layer; 

3. A system as set forth in claim 2, wherein each said 
conductive bead further includes: 

a metallic stabilizer layer of substantially uniform thick- 
ness formed atop said second metallic support layer, 
said stabilizer layer being a transition metal capable of 
a relatively high rate of hydrogen diffusion and a 
relatively low hydride formation ratio. 

4. A system as set forth in claim 3. wherein: 
said flash coating has a thickness in the range of 1 to 10 

angstroms; 

said first and second metallic support layers each have a 
thickness in the range of about 10 angstroms to 1 
micron; 

said metallic hydride forming layer has a thickness in the 
range of about 10 angstroms to 2 microns; 

said stabilizer layer has a thickness in the range of about 
1 to 60 angstroms. 

5. A system as set forth in claim 3, wherein: 
said flash coating is taken from the group consisting of: 

copper, palladium, nickel and titanium; 
said metallic hydride forming layer is taken from the 
group consisting of: 

palladium, lanthanum, praseodymium, cerium, 
titanium, zirconium, vanadium, tantalum, uranium, 
hafnium and thorium; 
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said first and second support layers are each taken from 

the group consisting of: 

nickel, gold, silver and titanium; and 
said stabilizer layer is taken from the group consisting of: 

chromium, iron, cobalt, nickel and platinum. 

6. A system as set forth in claim 1, wherein said electro- 
lytic cell further comprises: 

a plurality of non-conductive beads positioned within said 
housing adjacent said second conductive grid means; 

a foraminous non-conductive mesh means positioned 
within said housing between said conductive beads and 
said non-conductive beads for preventing said conduc- 
tive beads from contacting said second conductive grid 
means. 

7. A system as set forth in claim 1, wherein said electro- 
lytic cell further comprises: 

a foraminous non-conductive mesh means positioned 
within said housing adjacent to and spaced from said 
second conductive grid means for preventing said con- 
ductive beads from contacting said second conductive 
grid means, said conductive beads being loosely 
packed within said electrolytic celL 

8. A system as set forth in claim 7, wherein: 

said pumping means causes said liquid electrolyte to flow 
at a flow rate; 

said conductive beads have an at-rest position when said 

flow rate is at or near zero; 
said conductive beads are spaced apart and agitated at a 

rate proportional to said flow rate. 

9. A system as set forth in claim 1, wherein said electro- 
lytic cell further comprises: 

a conductive plate positioned within said housing defining 
said first conductive grid means; 

said conductive beads are adhered against and in electrical 
communication with said conductive plate; 

a non-conductive spacer connected along two opposing 
edges of said conductive plate; 

a plurality of conductive wire bands each connected 
around said spacers and defining said second electrode, 
said wire bands in electrical isolation from said con- 
ductive beads and said conductive plate. 

10. A system as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

each said conductive bead is sized in the range of about 
1 mm or less in diameter. 

11. A system as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

said metallic hydride layer is taken from the group 
consisting of: 

palladium, lanthanum, praseodymium, cerium, 
titanium, zirconium, vanadium, tantalum, uranium, 
hafnium and thorium. 

12. A system as set forth in claim 1, further comprising: 
a plurality of non-metallic beads each having ion 
• exchange properties; 

said plurality of non-metallic beads positioned between 
said second conductive grid means and said plurality of 
conductive beads; 

said plurality of non-metallic beads farming a conductive 
salt bridge thereacross. 

13. An electrolytic cell for producing excess heat in a 
liquid electrolyte for separate external use comprising: 

a non-conductive housing having an inlet and an outlet; 
a plurality of conductive beads each including: 

a non-conductive core having a hydrophilic surface; 

a first metallic support layer of substantially uniform 
thickness formed atop said non-conductive core; 
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a metallic hydride forming layer of substantially uniform 
thickness formed atop said first metallic support layer, 
said metallic hydride plating combining with hydrogen 
or an isotope of hydrogen to form a metallic hydride; 

a second metallic support layer of substantially uniform 
thickness formed atop said metallic hydride forming 
layer, said second metallic support layer having a 
relatively high hydrogen diffusion rate and a relatively 
low hydride formation radio; 

a first conductive grid means for defining one surface of, 
and in electrical communication with, said plurality of 
conductive beads which is positioned closer to said 
inlet; 

a second grid means electrically spaced from, and far 
defining another surface of said plurality of conductive 
beads which is positioned closer to said outlet 

14. An electrolytic cell as set forth in claim 13, further 
comprising: 

a conductive metal flash coating of substantially uniform 20 
thickness formed atop said non-conductive core and 
beneath and prior to forming said first metallic support 
layer. 

15. An electrolytic cell as set forth in claim 14, wherein 
each of said conductive beads further includes: 

a metallic stabilizer layer of substantially uniform thick- 
ness formed atop said second metallic support layer, 
said stabilizer layer being a transition metal capable of 
a relatively high rate of hydrogen diffusion and a 
relatively low hydride formation ratio. 

16. An electrolytic cell as set forth in claim 15, wherein: 
said flash coating has a thickness in the range of 1 to 10 

angstroms; 

said first and second metallic support layers each have a 
thickness in the range of about 10 angstroms to 1 
micron; 

said metallic hydride forming layer has a thickness in the 
range of about 10 angstroms to 2 microns; 

said stabilizer layer has a thickness in the range of about 40 
1 to 60 angstroms. 

17. An electrolytic cell as set forth in claim 15, wherein: 
said flash coating is taken from the group consisting of: 

copper, palladium, nickel and tfamfti m ; 
said metallic hydride forming layer is taken from the 45 
group consisting of: 

palladium, lanthanum, praseodymium, cerium, 
titanium, zirconium, vanadium, tantalum, uranium, 
hafnium and thorium; 

said first and second support layers are each taken from 

the group consisting of: 

nickel, gold, silver and titanium; and 
said stabilizer layer is taken from the group consisting of: 

chromium, iron, cobalt, nickel and platinum. 

18. An electrolytic cell as set forth in claim 13, further 
comprising: 
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a plurality of non-conductive beads positioned within said 
housing adjacent said second conductive grid means; 

a foraminous non-conductive mesh means positioned 
within saidhousing between said conductive beads and 
said non-conductive beads for preventing said conduc- 
tive beads from contacting said second conductive grid 
means. 

19. An electrolytic cell as set forth in claim 13, further 
comprising: 

a foraminous non-conductive mesh means positioned 
within said housing adjacent to and spaced from said 
second conductive grid means for preventing said con- 
ductive beads from contacting said second conductive 
grid means, said conductive beads being loosely 
packed within said electrolytic celt 

20. An electrolytic cell as set forth in claim 19, wherein: 
said pumping means causes said liquid electrolyte to flow 

at a flow rate; 

said conductive beads have an at-rest position when said 

flow rate is at or near zero; 
said conductive beads are spaced apart and agitated at a 

rate proportional to said flow rate. 
2L An electrolytic cell as set forth in claim 13, further 
comprising: 

a conductive plate positioned within said housing defining 
said first conductive grid means; 

said conductive beads adhered against and in electrical 
communication with said conductive plate; 

a non-conductive spacer connected along two opposing 
edges of said conductive plate; 

a plurality of conductive wire bands each connected 
around said spacers and defining said second electrode, 
said wire bands in electrical isolation from said con- 
ductive beads and said conductive plate. 

22. An electrolytic as set forth in claim 13, wherein: 
each said conductive bead is sized in the range of about 

1 mm or less in diameter. 

23. An electrolytic cell as set forth in claim 13, wherein: 
said metallic hydride layer is taken from the group 

consisting of: 

palladium, lanthanum, praseodymium, cerium, 
titanium, zirconium, vanadium, tantalum, uranium, 
hafnium and thorium. 

24. An electrolytic cell as set forth in claim 13, further 
comprising: 

a plurality of non-metallic beads each having ion 
exchange properties; 

said plurality of non-metallic beads positioned between 
said second conductive grid means and said plurality of 
conductive beads; 

said plurality of non-metallic microbeads forming a con- 
ductive salt bridge thereacross. 
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